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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed

diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna

aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud

exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo

consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit

esse molestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at

vero eros et accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent

luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. Lorem

ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy

nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.

Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper

suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis

autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie

consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et

accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril

delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. Nam liber tempor

cum soluta nobis eleifend option congue nihil imperdiet doming id

quod mazim placerat facer possim assum. Lorem ipsum dolor sit

amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod

tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim

ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper ips.
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Life is a gift from God. We as humans do not
have the right to disturb God's work in the
Universe. We must pay reverence to Life and
the gift he has given us.

I ssue  3 ,  JULY  2008

Page  1



Page  2

             Pope Benedict XVI Says Fighting
Hunger Linked With Opposing Abortion

Vatican City (LifeNews.com) — Pope Benedict
XVI told a delegation from Guatemala in a
Saturday meeting that fighting child hunger is
linked to the pro-life battle against abortion. He
said promoting the best interest of children on
hunger are similar to pro-life interests in a child’s
right to life. The pontiff said that, without the right to
life, children die, and without food, children are
subjected to death as well. “This primary right to
food is intrinsically connected to the protection and
the defense of human life, the first and inviolable
rock upon which the entire edifice of human rights
is founded,” the pope said. “The effort to help
mothers, above all those who are in great difficulty,
to bring children into the world with dignity, thus
avoiding the unjustified recourse to abortion, will
never be sufficient,” the pope added, according to
a Zenit report. Pope Benedict continued his
explanation, saying efforts to curb hunger are
important but still placing the Catholic Church’s
pro-life message against abortion on a high
pedestal. “In this sense, safeguarding human life, in
particular that which has already been conceived
but not yet born, which is more innocent and
defenseless, is a duty, with which there is linked, by
its very nature, the care that the adoption of
children be guaranteed by the legality of the
procedures followed for this purpose,” he said.

PARTY PLATFORM
VERSUS

CATHOLIC FAITH

Bishop Aqui la on Nonnegotiable
Life Issues

B A LT I M O R E ,  M a r y l a n d ,  J A N .  2 5 ,  2 0 0 8
( Ze n i t . o r g ) .-  H e r e  i s  a n  e x c e r p t  o f  t h e
a d d r e s s  B i s h o p  S a m u e l  A q u i l a  o f  Fa r g o
g av e  N ov.  1 5  t o  L o yo l a  C o l l e g e  i n
B a l t i m o r e  t i t l e d  “ T h e  S a n c t i t y  o f  H u m a n
L i f e  f r o m  C o n c e p t i o n  t o  N a t u ra l  D e a t h .”
T h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  w a s  p a r t  o f  t h e
L o y o l a  A l i v e  S e a m l e s s  G a r m e n t  S e r i e s .
I t  c a n  b e  f o u n d  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  o n  t h e
Z E N I T  We b  s i t e .

*  *  *

T h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  c o n s c i e n c e  a s  t h e
v o i c e  o f  G o d  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  e a c h
p e r s o n  i s  e s s e n t i a l .  T h e  v o i c e  o f  G o d  i s
r o o t e d  i n  t h e  g o o d  a n d  t h e  t r u e  a n d  i n
l o v e  a s  r e v e a l e d  i n  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  J e s u s
C h r i s t .  G o d  i s  t h e  o n e  w h o  e s t a b l i s h e s
t h e  g o o d .  Tr u t h  i s  o b j e c t i v e  a n d  i s  m o s t
f u l l y  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  J e s u s
Ch r i s t .

O n c e  a g a i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  C a t e c h i s m
o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  o n
c o n s c i e n c e  w i l l  h e l p  y o u  t o  f o r m  y o u r
c o n s c i e n c e s .  I f  a  c o n s c i e n c e  i s  n o t
f o r m e d ,  i t  i s  e a s y  f o r  i t  t o  b e  e r r o n e o u s
i n  i t s  j u d g m e n t  o f  g o o d  a n d  e v i l .
Tr a g i c a l l y  i n  r e f l e c t i n g  o n  w h a t
d e c i s i o n s  t o  m a k e ,  a  p e r s o n  m a y  b e
l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  f a t h e r  o f  l i e s  r a t h e r
t h a n  t o  G o d .

J e s u s  r e m i n d s  u s  t h a t  “A s  t h e  Fa t h e r
h a s  l o v e d  m e ,  s o  h a v e  I  l o v e d  y o u ;
a b i d e  i n  m y  l o v e .  I f  y o u  k e e p  m y
commandmen t s ,  y ou  w i l l  a b i d e  i n  my
l o ve ,  j u s t  a s  I  h a ve  ke p t  my  Fa t h e r ’ s
c o m m a n d m e n t s  a n d  a b i d e  i n  h i s  l o v e .
T h e s e  t h i n g s  I  h a v e  s p o k e n  t o  y o u ,  t h a t
m y  j o y  m a y  b e  i n  y o u ,  a n d  t h a t  y o u r  j o y
m a y  b e  f u l l .  T h i s  i s  m y  c o m m a n d m e n t ,
t h a t  y o u  l o v e  o n e  a n o t h e r  a s  I  h a v e
l o v e d  y o u ”  ( J o h n  1 5 : 9 - 1 2 ) .

A  C a t h o l i c  w i t h  a  p r o p e r l y  f o r m e d
c o n s c i e n c e  p u t s  f a i t h  i n  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,
l i v e s  t h e  c o m m a n d m e n t s ,  h a s
k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  t h e
C h u r c h  a s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  C a t e c h i s m
o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h ,  a n d  d e s i r e s  t o
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l i v e  a  v i r t u o u s  l i f e  t h r o u g h  t h e  t o t a l
g i f t  o f  s e l f  t o  G o d  a n d  b y  l i v i n g  h i s  l o v e
i n  t h e  w o r l d .

T h e  p r o p e r  f o r m a t i o n  o f  y o u r
c o n s c i e n c e  i n  l o v e  a n d  t r u t h  —  i n
J e s u s ,  w h o  i s  b o t h  l o v e  a n d  t r u t h  —  i s
n e c e s s a r y  i f  y o u  a r e  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  j o y.
To  b u i l d  a  c u l t u r e  o f  l i f e  C a t h o l i c s  m u s t
f o r m  t h e i r  c o n s c i e n c e s  a n d  a l w a y s
c h o o s e  l i f e  a n d  t h e  d i g n i t y  o f  t h e
human  p e r s on  f r om  t h e  momen t  o f
c o n c e p t i o n  t o  n a t u r a l  d e a t h .

F i n a l l y,  a n d  m o s t  c h a l l e n g i n g ,  i s  t h e
p r o m o t i o n  o f  t h e  c u l t u r e  o f  l i f e  i n
s o c i e t y.  C a t h o l i c s  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a r e n a
t o d a y  a r e  t o o  o f t e n  m o r e  f a i t h f u l  t o
p a r t y  p l a t f o r m s  a n d  p a r t i s a n s h i p  t h a n
t o  t h e i r  f a i t h  i n  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  h i s
C h u r c h ,  a n d  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  a  c u l t u r e
o f  l i f e .  T h e r e  i s  a  f a l s e  s e p a r a t i o n
b e t w e e n  o n e ’ s  p r i v a t e  l i f e  a n d  f a i t h  a n d
o n e ’ s  p u b l i c  l i f e .

To d ay  s o m e  C a t h o l i c  p o l i t i c i a n s  w h o
s u p p o r t  a b o r t i o n  h i d e  b e h i n d  t h e  l i e s  o f
“ p r o - c h o i c e ”  o r  n o t  w a n t i n g  t o  “ i m p o s e
t h e i r  m o ra l i t y ”  o n  o t h e r s .  Ye t  t h e y

s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  o t h e r  l i f e  i s s u e s  b y
o p p o s i n g  c a p i t a l  p u n i s h m e n t ,  s e e k i n g
j u s t  t r e a t m e n t  f o r  i m m i g r a n t s ,  a n d
c o r r e c t l y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  p a r t  o f
j u s t  g o v e r n a n c e  i s  e n s u r i n g  t h e  d i g n i t y
o f  h u m a n  l i f e .  Q u i t e  r i g h t l y,  t h e y  d o  n o t
c o n s i d e r  t h i s  t o  b e  “ i m p o s i n g  m o r a l i t y ”
i n  t h e s e  a r e a s .

T h e r e  m a y  a l s o  b e  p o l i t i c i a n s  w h o  a r e
p r o - l i f e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  a b o r t i o n ,
e u t h a n a s i a  a n d  e m b r y o n i c  s t e m - c e l l
r e s e a r c h ,  y e t  w h o  s u p p o r t  c a p i t a l
p u n i s h m e n t  a n d  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  r e s u l t  i n
t h e  o p p r e s s i o n  o f  i m m i g r a n t s .  T h e y
s e e m  t o  f o r g e t  t o  o p t  f o r  t h e  d i g n i t y  o f
t h e  h u m a n  p e r s o n  i n  t h e s e  c a s e s ,  a n d
t h e y  c h o o s e  t o  b e  m o r e  f a i t h f u l  t o  t h e i r
p a r t y  p l a t f o r m  t h a n  t o  t h e i r  C a t h o l i c
f a i t h .

C a t h o l i c s  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a r e n a  m u s t
r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  i n t r i n s i c
e v i l s ,  s u c h  a s  a b o r t i o n ,  e u t h a n a s i a ,
g e n o c i d e ,  e m b r y o n i c  s t e m - c e l l
r e s e a r c h  a n d  s a m e  s e x  u n i o n s  i s  a l w a y s
r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  f a i t h f u l  C a t h o l i c .
B e c a u s e  t h e s e  i n t r i n s i c  e v i l s  a r e  d i r e c t

a t t a c k s  o n  h u m a n  l i f e  a n d  m a r i t a l
d i g n i t y,  t h e y  a r e  n o n n e g o t i a b l e  f o r
e v e r y  C a t h o l i c .  C a t h o l i c s  m u s t
r e c o g n i z e ,  t o o ,  t h a t  i n  t h e  o t h e r  h u m a n
l i f e  i s s u e s  —  s u c h  a s  i m m i g r a t i o n ,
c a p i t a l  p u n i s h m e n t ,  t h e  e c o n o my,
h e a l t h - c a r e  a n d  w a r  —  t h e  d i g n i t y  o f
t h e  h u m a n  p e r s o n  m u s t  f i r s t  a n d
f o r e m o s t  b e  t a k e n  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n
s e e k i n g  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s .

A s  J o h n  P a u l  I I  r e m i n d e d  e v e r y o n e
i n v o l v e d  i n  c i v i l  a n d  l e g i s l a t i v e  a f f a i r s ,
“A  l aw  w h i c h  v i o l a t e s  a n  i n n o c e n t
p e r s o n ’ s  n a t u r a l  r i g h t  t o  l i f e  i s  u n j u s t
a n d  a s  s u c h ,  i s  n o t  v a l i d  a s  a  l a w ”
( “ E va n g e l i u m  V i t a e ,”  9 0 ) .  “A b o r t i o n  a n d
e u t h a n a s i a  a r e  t h u s  c r i m e s  w h i c h  n o
h u m a n  l a w  c a n  c l a i m  t o  l e g i t i m i z e .
T h e r e  i s  n o  o b l i g a t i o n  i n  c o n s c i e n c e  t o
o b e y  s u c h  l a w s ;  i n s t e a d  t h e r e  i s  a
g r a v e  a n d  c l e a r  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  o p p o s e
t h e m  b y  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t i o n ”
( i b i d . ,  N o .  7 3 ) .  We  a r e  wa r n e d  i n
S c r i p t u r e  a n d  b y  J o h n  P a u l  I I  t h a t  “ w e
m u s t  o b e y  G o d  r a t h e r  t h a n  m a n ”  ( A c t s
5 : 2 9 ,  “ E va n g e l i u m  V i t a e ,”  7 3 ) .

E v e r y  C a t h o l i c  w h o  s u p p o r t s  i n t r i n s i c
e v i l s  i s  r e m i n d e d  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  o n e  d a y
s t a n d  b e f o r e  t h e  j u d g m e n t  s e a t  o f  G o d
a n d  g i v e  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d
h o w  t h e y  l i v e d  t h e  G o s p e l  o f  L i f e .

A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  a s  p r o - l i f e  C a t h o l i c s ,
w e  m u s t  h a v e  c o n c e r n  f o r  i m m i g r a n t s ,
t h e  s u f f e r i n g ,  t h e  s i c k  a n d  t h e  p o o r.  We
m u s t  w o r k  f o r  t h e  a vo i d a n c e  o f  w a r,  t h e
e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e a t h  p e n a l t y  a n d  a n
e n d  t o  d r u g  t r a f f i c k i n g .  I f  w e  a r e  t r u l y
g o i n g  t o  b e  p r o - l i f e  a n d  b u i l d  a  t r u e
c u l t u r e  o f  l i f e ,  a l l  o f  t h e s e  a r e  m a t t e r s
o f  c o n c e r n .

W h i l e  t h e r e  c a n  b e  d i f f e r e n t  s o l u t i o n s
f o r  q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  s o m e  i s s u e s
w h i c h  a r e  n o t  i n t r i n s i c  e v i l s ,  t h e
i n h e r e n t  d i g n i t y  o f  t h e  h u m a n  p e r s o n
f r o m  t h e  m o m e n t  o f  c o n c e p t i o n  t o
n a t u r a l  d e a t h  m u s t  b e  t h e  l e n s  t h r o u g h
w h i c h  a l l  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  m a d e .  We  m u s t
c o n s t a n t l y,  a t  e ve r y  l e v e l ,  p r o m o t e  t h e
d i g n i t y  o f  t h e  h u m a n  p e r s o n  a n d  t h e
t r u t h  t h a t  e v e r y  h u m a n  b e i n g  i s  c r e a t e d
i n  t h e  i m a g e  a n d  l i k e n e s s  o f  G o d  f r o m
t h e  m o m e n t  o f  h i s  o r  h e r  c o n c e p t i o n
u n t i l  n a t u r a l  d e a t h .
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The  government  has  no  r igh t
to  in te r fe re  in  peop le ’s

persona l  cho ices .

To  say  tha t  gove rnmen t  shou ld
le t  peop le  make  a l l  o f  t he i r  own
cho ices  i s  ne i t he r  p rac t i ca l  no r
des i rab le .  We  canno t  l e t
peop le  make  the i r  own  cho ices
to  rape ,  rob  o r  d r i ve  d runk .  We
canno t  l e t  t hem make  the
cho ices  to  embezz le ,  de f raud ,
wr i t e  ho t  checks ,  d r i ve  the i r
ca rs  ove r  t he  speed  l im i t ,
s l ande r  o the r  peop le ,  e t c .  By
de f i n i t i on ,  t he  goa l  o f  eve ry  l aw
is  to  deny  someone  the  l ega l
ab i l i t y  t o  choose  a  pa r t i cu la r
ac t i v i t y,  and  many  p roh ib i t ed
cho ices  cou ld  even  be
cons ide red  “pe rsona l . ”  Fo r
examp le ,  i t  i s  i l l ega l  t o  have
sexua l  re la t i ons  w i th  a  s ib l i ng ,
o r  a  ch i l d ,  o r  an  an ima l ,  o r  a
dead  body.
As  fo r  abo r t i on ,  i t  i s  no t  t he
gove rnmen t ’ s  ro le  t o  p ro tec t
one  ind i v idua l ’ s  cho ice  to  k i l l
h i s  fe l l ow  human  be ings .  G iven
the  b io log i ca l  f ac t  t ha t  t he
unborn  a re  l i v ing  human be ings ,
the  ques t i on  i s  no t  whe the r  t he
gove rnmen t  has  the  r i gh t  t o
p roh ib i t  abo r t i on ,  bu t  whe the r
i t  has  the  r i gh t  no t  t o .
 
Sou rce :  h t t p : / /
w w w. d e a t h r o e . c o m

Belg ium Lawmakers
Want  Teens ,  Menta l ly

Disab led  to  Have
Assis ted  Suic ides

Brussels ,Belg ium (L i feNews.com)  —
 Lawmakers in  Belg ium are pushing the
nat ion  to  open i ts  ass is ted  su ic ide  law to
teenagers and the menta l ly  d isab led.
Members  o f  the  Be lg ium coa l i t ion
government say parents should have the
r ight  to  subject  the i r  terminal ly  i l l
ch i ldren to  euthanasia  and take the i r
l i ves .  Be lg ium lega l ized ass is ted  su ic ide
in  2002 for  pat ien ts  w i th  cons iderab le
menta l  or  phys ica l  pa in  but  pro- l i fe
advocates feared pressure would  be put
on o thers  to  cons ider  i t  as  wel l .  Bar t
Tommele in ,  leader  o f  Be lg ium L ibera ls ,
p lans to  br ing forward a  proposa l  to
extend ass is ted su ic ide to  ch i ld ren and
to o lder  people  wi th  such sever  dement ia
they can’ t  make the i r  own medica l
dec is ions .  “We wi l l  seek ,  as  L ibera ls ,
par l iamentary  major i t ies , ”  Tommele in
to ld  the London Telegraph.  The idea has
a l ready drawn s t rong oppos i t ion f rom
Card ina l  Dannee ls ,  Be lg ium’s  Catho l ic
Card ina l  who used h is  Easter  sermon to
condemn euthanasia .  “Avoid ing suf fer ing
is  no act  o f  bravery, ”  he sa id .  “Our
soc ie ty  seems unable  to  cope wi th  death
and suf fer ing.

www.Li feNews.com 
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T A K E  A  C H A N C E  O N  T H E  E U C H A R I S T

D o e s n ’ t  i t  s e e m  t h a t  w e  a r e  f a c e d  w i t h  s e e m i n g l y
e n d l e s s  d e m a n d s  o n  o u r  t i m e ,  r e s o u r c e s ,  e n e r g y
a n d  a t t e n t i o n ?   W e  t r y  t o  f i t  e v e r y t h i n g  i n t o  o u r
b u s y  l i v e s .   T h e  i n c e s s a n t  p r e s s u r e  o f  o u r  p e r s o n a l
and  p ro f e s s i ona l  l i v e s  t e s t s  ou r  p r o f e s sed  p r i o r i t i e s .
W e  o f t e n  b e c o m e  t r u e  r e a c t i o n a r i e s  a s  w e  g o
f r o m  f i r e  t o  f i r e ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  r e m n a n t s  o f  o u r
h e c t i c  s c h e d u l e s  t o  o u r  f a m i l i e s  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e .
A  q u i c k  r e v i e w  o f  o u r  d a y - t i m e r s  a n d  c h e c k b o o k s
e a s i l y  i d e n t i f i e s  o u r  p r i o r i t i e s .   Yo u  k n o w,  “ I f  y o u
w e r e  c h a rg e d  w i t h  C h r i s t i a n i t y,  w o u l d  t h e r e  b e
e n o u g h  e v i d e n c e  t o  c o n v i c t  y o u ? ”
A  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s  a g o  I  a s k e d  m y s e l f  t h e  c r i t i c a l
q u e s t i o n  “ W h a t  i s  r e a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  m e ? ”   “ W h e r e
d o  I  s p e n d  m o s t  o f  m y  t i m e ,  m o n e y  a n d  t h o u g h t s ? ”
I  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  a n s w e r  w a s  q u i t e  d i s c o n c e r t i n g
-  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  m y  l o v e l y  w i f e  a n d  4  c h i l d r e n ,
r e s p e c t e d  p o s i t i o n  i n  o u r  p a r i s h  a n d  p r o f e s s e d
C a t h o l i c  f a i t h ,  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  m y  t i m e  a n d  t h o u g h t s
w e r e  s p e n t  o n  c a r e e r,  m o n e y,  a m b i t i o n  a n d  t h e
m a t e r i a l  w o r l d .
T h i s  m i d l i f e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  “ b u s i n e s s  p l a n ”
l e d  m e  t o  l o o k  c l o s e l y  a t  w h a t  I  “ p r o f e s s e d .”   I
a m  s u r e  w e  h a v e  a l l  s t a t e d  t h e  “ G o d  f i r s t ,  f a m i l y
s e c o n d ,  e t c .”   I  w e n t  f u r t h e r  a n d  r e a l l y  e x a m i n e d
m y  b e d r o c k  p r i o r i t i e s .   B y  t h e  g r a c e  o f  G o d  s u c h
s e a r c h  b e g a n  a n d  e n d e d  w i t h  o u r  C a t h o l i c  f a i t h .
“  I  b e l i e v e  i n  o n e  G o d …  “ H e  c a m e  d o w n  f r o m
Heaven…”  .  The  i n f i n i t e  one  c ame  down  f r om  Heaven
f o r  m e  ( u s ) . ;   T h e  c r e a t o r  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e  b e c a m e
i n c a r n a t e  f o r  m e  ( u s ) ;  G o d  l o v e s  m e  ( u s )  e n o u g h
t o  c r e a t e  u s  -  k n o w i n g  b e f o r e h a n d  w e  w i l l  s c r e w
u p  b u t  c r e a t e d  u s  a n y w ay,  a n d  t h r o u g h  H i s  p l a n
r e d e e m e d  a  c o r r u p t  w o r l d .
T h e  w o r d s  “ c a m e  d o w n  f r o m  H e a v e n ”  h a u n t e d
m e .   I  k n o w  H e  l i v e d  f o r  3 3  y e a r s  a n d  d i e d  o n
C a l v a r y.   B u t  w e  h a v e  b e e n  t a u g h t ,  a n d  I  k n o w,
t h a t  w e  d o  n o t  w o r s h i p  a  d e a d  J e s u s .   “ C a m e
d o w n  f r o m  H e a ve n .”   G o d  H i m s e l f  “ c a m e  d o w n
f r om  Heaven . ”   The  In f i n i t e  One  o f  a  m i l l i o n  ga l a x i e s
“ c a m e  d o w n  f r o m  H e a ve n .”   O u r  l o v i n g  Fa t h e r,  a
w o n d e r f u l  s a v i o r,  s p i r i t  o f  t r u t h  “ c a m e  d o w n  f r o m
H e a v e n .”
“ D o w n  f r o m  H e a v e n ”  -  W e l l ,  d i d  h e  h a v e  a  n i c e
v i s i t ?   C a t h o l i c s  p r o f e s s  a  b a s i c  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  “ R e a l
P r e s e n c e ”  o f  C h r i s t  i n  t h e  E u c h a r i s t ,  b u t  d o  w e
r e a l l y  b e l i e v e ?   D o  w e  b e l i e v e ,  t r u s t  a n d  k n o w
t h a t  t h e  G o d  w h o  m a n i f e s t e d  H i m s e l f  i n  t h e  s p i r i t
t o  I s r a e l  i n  t h e  O l d  Te s t a m e n t  a n d  t o  t h e  C h u r c h
b y  H i s  p h y s i c a l  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  y e a r  a n n o  d o m i n i ,
w o u l d  n o t  l e a v e  u s  a l o n e  a f t e r  h i s  a s c e n s i o n ?
W h e n  I  a s k e d  m y s e l f  w h e t h e r  I  r e a l l y  b e l i e v e d  i n
t h e  “ r e a l  p r e s e n c e ,”  I  s h e e p i s h l y  a n s w e r e d ,  r e a l l y
w h i s p e r e d ,  “ I  b e l i e ve .”   I  t h e n  h e a rd  i n  m y  p r a y e r
a  s u b t l e  “ Re a l l y,  s h o w  m e .”
T h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  1 0  y e a r s  a g o  l e d  m e  t o  t h e  m o s t
s w e e t  a n d  s u b l i m e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  l o v e  O u r
L o r d  h a s  f o r  u s .   H e  g a v e  u s  H i m s e l f  i n  a  E u c h a r i s t
t o  s u s t a i n  u s ,  n o u r i s h  u s ,  t o  t o u c h  u s ,  a l l o w  u s
t o  t o u c h  H i m ,  l o v e  H i m ,  c o n c r e t e l y,  p hy s i c a l l y.
T h e  i n f i n i t e ,  s t e p p i n g  o u t  o f  t i m e  a n d  e t e r n i t y
t o  n o w ,  f o r  u s .
O u r  p r o t e s t a n t  b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s  w o u l d  a s s e r t
t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  d o n ’ t  b e l i e v e  J e s u s  i s  p h y s i c a l l y

h e r e ,  H e  d i d n ’ t  l e a v e  u s  a l o n e ,  b u t  l e f t  u s  w i t h
H i s  s p i r i t .   B u t  t h e  C h u r c h  t e a c h e s  t h a t  t h e r e
was no such d iv ine ret ract ion f rom phys ica l  substant ia l
p r e s e n c e  t o  o n l y  s p i r i t .   J e s u s ’  “ I  w i l l  b e  w i t h
y o u  a l w a y s ”  w a s  n o  i d l e  p r o m i s e .
T h e  m y s t e r y  o f  t h e  i n c a r n a t i o n  i s  s o  s w e e t  a n d
u n f a t h o m a b l e  t h a t  o u r  r e s p o n s e  c a n  o n l y  b e  a
s i m p l e  t h a n k  y o u ,  J e s u s .   W e ,  t h e  C h u r c h ,  h a v e
J e s u s ,  S o n  o f  M a r y,  t h e  I n c a r n a t e  T h i r d  Pe r s o n
o f  T h e  H o l y  Tr i n i t y,  n o w,  p h y s i c a l l y,  s u b s t a n t i a l l y
i n  t h e  E u c h a r i s t .
S o  W h a t ?  [ s a r c a s t i c  e m p h a s i s  a d d e d ]   A  l o o k  a t
t h e  A m e r i c a n  C h u r c h  s c r e a m s  “ E u c h a r i s t ,  n o  b i g
dea l .”   G i ven  mass  a t tendance ,  ou r  “ casua l ”  recep t i on
o f  C o m m u n i o n ,  w e l c o m i n g  o f  o b s t i n a t e  d i s s e n t e r s
a t  C o m m u n i o n ,  a n d  t h e  s e e m i n g  d i s a p p e a r a n c e
o f  o u r  t a b e r n a c l e s ,  i s  i t  a n y  w o n d e r  t h a t  t h o s e
o u t s i d e  t h e  C h u r c h  d o n ’ t  k n o w  w h a t  w e  b e l i e v e
o r  d o n ’ t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  w e  r e a l l y  b e l i e v e ,  w h a t  w e
p r o f e s s ?   T h i s  h y p o t h e t i c a l  “ s o  w h a t ? ”  q u e s t i o n
i s  n o t  t o  s i n g l e  u s  o u t ,  b u t  i s  a  f i r e  a l a r m ,  a  l i f e
p r e s e r ve r  t o  a  h a r r i e d  a n d  d i s t r a c t e d  c o m m u n i t y.
I  p r o p o s e  t h e  E u c h a r i s t  a s  t h e  M e a n s  a n d  E n d  t o
o u r  l i v e s .
W e  k n o w  t h a t  w e  h a v e  b e e n  c r e a t e d  a s  e t e r n a l
c r e a t u r e s ,  d e s i g n e d  b y  o u r  M a k e r  t o  l o v e ,  h o n o r
a n d  g l o r i f y  G o d .   S u c h  i s  o u r  u l t i m a t e  p u r p o s e ,
d e s i g n  a n d  e n d  -  o u r  d e s t i n y.   Ye t  w e  s p e n d  s o
m u c h  o f  o u r  l i v e s  i n  a n x i e t y,  h u r r y  a n d  d i s t r a c t i o n
p u r s u i n g  l e s s e r  g o o d s  a n d  a l l  t o o  o f t e n  l e s s e r
e v i l s .
T h e  C h u r c h  t e a c h e s  w i t h  c l a r i t y  t h a t  t h e  E u c h a r i s t
i s  t h e  s o u r c e  a n d  s u m m i t  o f  o u r  C a t h o l i c  l i f e .   I
k n o w  f r o m  a c t u a l  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  t h e  E u c h a r i s t ,
r e c e i v e d  a n d  a d o r e d ,  i s  t h e  k e y,  t h e  a n s w e r  t o
e v e r y  n e e d  w e  h a v e ,  e v e r y  q u e s t i o n  i n  o u r  l i v e s ,
e v e r y  l o n g i n g  i n  o u r  h e a r t s .   H e  i s  t h e  p o t t e r
a n d  w e  a r e  t h e  c l a y.   We  m u s t  o n l y  e m b ra c e  t h e
p o t t e r ’ s  w h e e l  b y  f r e q u e n t  C o m m u n i o n ,  a n d  h o u r s
s p e n t  w i t h  O u r  L o r d  i n  A d o r a t i o n .
D o  y o u  w a n t  t o  c h a n g e  y o u r  l i f e  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r ;
t o  b e  l e s s  a n x i o u s ;  t o  b e  a  b e t t e r  s p o u s e  a n d
p a r e n t ;  t o  f i n d  p e a c e  a n d  c o n t e n t m e n t ?   T h e
a n s w e r  i s  s o  s i m p l e  a n d  c l e a r :   A t t e n d  M a s s  o f t e n
a n d  s p e n d  t i m e  w i t h  J e s u s  i n  p e r s o n  ( n o  m o r e
t e l e p h o n e  c a l l s  o r  e m a i l s )  i n  A d o r a t i o n .   T h e n
s u r r e n d e r  a n d  l e t  H i m  d o  H i s  t h i n g  ( y e s ,  n o  f u r t h e r
e f f o r t  b y  u s  i s  n e c e s s a r y  o r  p r o d u c t i v e ) .
Yo u  w i l l  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  w h a t  s t a r t e d  a s  a  s e l f i s h
m o t i v e  o f  s e e k i n g  h a p p i n e s s  t h r o u g h  C h r i s t  w i l l
e n d  w i t h  y e t  a n o t h e r  s w e e t  C h r i s t i a n  p a r a d o x .
E u c h a r i s t i c  i n t i m a c y  w i l l  l e a d  t o  a  l o n g i n g  f o r  G o d
w h i c h  i s  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  t r u e  l i b e r t y,  a  c o m p u l s i o n
t o  b e  w i t h  H i m  w h i c h  f r e e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  e n s l a v e s .
To  c o m e  f u l l  c i r c l e  a n d  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t
a b o u t  u s ,  b u t  a b o u t  H i m .
T h e  E u c h a r i s t  w i l l  t r a n s f o r m  e v e r y  p a r t  o f  y o u r
l i f e  a n d  y o u r  h e c t i c  p r a c t i c e  w i l l  s t i l l  b e  h e c t i c
b u t  w i l l  b e a r  t h e  m a r k  o f  a  g r a c i o u s  j o y  t h a t  w i l l
b e a r  f r u i t  a  h u n d r e d f o l d . N o t h i n g  v e n t u r e d ,  n o t h i n g
g a i n e d  -  t a k e  a  c h a n c e  o n  t h e  E u c h a r i s t .   H e
n e v e r  d i s a p p o i n t s .

G r e g o r y  N .  W e i l e r
 P a l m i e r i ,  Ty l e r,  W i e n e r,  W i l h e l m  &  Wa l d r o n  L L P
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www.Operat ionOutcry.org

www. Feminists forL i fe. o rg

www.PriestsforLi fe.org

www.UnitedStatesConferenceofCatholicBishops.org

www.whyknow.org

www.Li feNews.com

www.TeenShel ter.org

Amer ican  L i fe  League www.aal .org

The Center  for  Bio-eth ical  Reform
www.cbr info.org

www.ThePresident ’sCounci lonBioethics.gov

www.Li feChain.net

www.NaProTechnology.com

www. WelcometoHopeafterAbor t ion.com

www.Hear tbeat Internat ional .org

When does l i fe  begin?  Dr.  Fr i tz  Baumgar tener
expla ins
www.pro l i fe.com/ l i fe_begins.html

www.Li feIssues.org

H u m a n  L i fe  I n t e r n at i o n a l  w w w. h l i . o rg

www.EmbracingOurDying.com

www.Lai ty forL i fe.org

w w w. E l i z ab e t h M i n i s t r y I n t e r n at i o n a l . c o m

www.Nat ionalRight toLi fe. o rg

w w w.  zeni t .org

To  ge t  add i t i ona l
Respec t  t o  l i f e
i n f o rmat i on ,

use  t hese  l i nk s

“  I n  a  c r i s i s  P r e gnan c y ?  We  c an
He l p ,  c a l l  1 - 800 -631 -6254 ,
w w w. b i r t h c h o i c e c l i n i c . o r g
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Mary ’s
She l t e r

·  A  r e s o u r c e  f o r  p r e g n a n t  t e e n s  &  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s
·  A  p r o - l i f e  m i n i s t r y  t h a t  n e e d s  y o u r  s u p p o r t

(714)  730-0930
www. teenshe l te r.o rg

Keep Promot ing Pro-Li fe
Perspect ive  Even When You
Can’ t  See Resul ts

I  o f ten  hear  peop le  ta lk  about  the
resu l t s  o f  t he i r  work  i n  m in i s t r y  -
how many ch i ld ren  were  fed ,  how
many homes were bu i l t ,  how many
i tems were  d is t r ibu ted .  I t  i s  g rea t
when you can show how everyone ’s
t ime and  money  i s  he lp ing .  I t  i s
a lways  encourag ing  and i t  he lps
wi th  keep ing peop le  in teres ted in
your  work .  Th ings  a re  o f ten
d i f f e ren t  i n  p ro - l i f e  work .  Th is  i s
work  where  you rea l l y  don ’ t  ge t  to
see a  lo t  o f  the  resu l ts .  Many t imes
you are  jus t  g iv ing  ou t  in fo rmat ion
and pray ing  tha t  peop le  w i l l  take  i t
to  hear t .  You rea l l y  have  to  learn  to
t rus t  God to  be  in  charge  o f  the
resu l ts  and know tha t  your  work  is
chang ing  l i ves  whether  you see i t
o r  no t .  I n  p ro - l i f e  work  so  many
peop le  get  f rus t ra ted  because they
cannot  see the  outcome o f  the  work
and t ime they  inves t .  I  have seen
many peop le  drop  ou t  because they
fee l  they  a re  no t  accompl ish ing
anyth ing

Fu l l  s to ry  a t  L i feNews.com
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Prayer  to  End Abort ion
L o r d  God ,  I  t h an k  y ou  t o d a y  f o r  t h e

g i f t  o f  my  l i f e ,
A nd  f o r  t h e  l i v e s  o f  a l l  my  b r o t h e r s

and  s i s t e r s .

I  k n ow  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  t h a t  d e s t r o y s
mo r e  l i f e  t h an  a bo r t i o n ,

Ye t  I  r e j o i c e  t h a t  y ou  h av e  c onque r e d
dea th

b y  t h e  Re s u r r e c t i o n  o f  You r  S on .

I  a m  r e a d y  t o  d o  m y  p a r t  i n  e nd i n g
a b o r t i o n .

To d ay  I  c o m m i t  m y s e l f
N e v e r  t o  b e  s i l e n t ,

N e v e r  t o  b e  p a s s i v e ,
Ne ve r  t o  b e  f o r g e t f u l  o f  t h e  u nbo r n .

I  c omm i t  my s e l f  t o  b e  a c t i v e  i n  t h e
p r o - l i f e  movemen t ,

And  n e v e r  t o  s t o p  d e f e nd i n g  l i f e
Un t i l  a l l  my  b r o t h e r s  a nd  s i s t e r s  a r e

p r o t e c t e d ,
And  ou r  n a t i o n  o n c e  a g a i n  b e c omes

A  n a t i o n  w i t h  l i b e r t y  a nd  j u s t i c e
No t  j u s t  f o r  s ome ,  b u t  f o r  a l l .

T h r ough  Ch r i s t  o u r  L o r d .  Amen !

A Prayer  V ig i lA  Prayer  V ig i lA  Prayer  V ig i lA  Prayer  V ig i lA  Prayer  V ig i l  For  l i f eFo r  l i f eFo r  l i f eFo r  l i f eFo r  l i f e
Please jo in  us  in  prayer  to  s top procured abor t ions  of  p re-born  babies.   The peacefu l  prayer
v i g i l  w i l l  b e  h e l d  a t  t h e  P l a n n e d  P a r e n t h o o d  F a c i l i t y  a t  2 6 3 0 2  L a  P a z  ( a t  C h r i s a n t a ) ,  M i s s i o n
Vi e j o  o n  Fi rs t  Fr i d ay,  o f  eve r y  m o n t h .
We wi l l  pray  the  Holy  Rosary  for  the  unborn  chi ldren,  the  d istressed mothers,  the
a b o r t i o n i s t  a n d  s t a f f  a n d  a l l  t h o s e  c o n n e c t e d  i n  a n y  w a y  t o  t h e  t a k i n g  o f  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e
i n n o c e n t  b ab i e s.   We  w i l l  p ray  t h at  t h ey  w i l l  re t h i n k  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  a n d  s p a re  t h e  l i ve s  o f  t h e
mi l l ions  of  babies  sacr i f iced in  our  country.
This  Rosary  V ig i l  i s  he ld  on  the  publ ic  s idewalks  at  th is  locat ion  on  the  f i rs t  Fr iday  of  each
m o n t h  f ro m  1 0 : 0 0  t o  1 1 : 0 0  a . m .  P l e a s e  j o i n  u s.  Fo r  m o re  i n fo r m at i o n  c a l l  9 4 9 - 4 8 1 - 3 2 3 0 .
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R e s p e c t  L i f e  C a l e n d a rR e s p e c t  L i f e  C a l e n d a rR e s p e c t  L i f e  C a l e n d a rR e s p e c t  L i f e  C a l e n d a rR e s p e c t  L i f e  C a l e n d a r

Date Day   Event

4-Aug Fri. Deanery 7 Rosary Vigil

4-Aug Mon. Diocesan Pro-Life Task Force Mtg

5-Aug Tues. St. Edward Respect Life Min. Mtg

2-Sep Tues. St. Edward Respect Life Min. Mtg

5-Sep Fri Deanery 7 Rosary Vigil

6-Sep Sat. Diocesan Pro-Life General Mtg

24-Sep Wed. St. Edward Day-40 Days for Life

3-Oct Fri. Deanery 7 Rosary Vigil

5-Oct Sun. Nat'l Month for Life begins

6-Oct Mon. Diocesan Pro-Life Task Force Mtg

7-Oct Tues. St. Edward Respect Life Min. Mtg

12-Oct Sun. Voter Registration at St. Edward

1-Nov Sat. St. Edward Day-40 Days for Life 

3-Nov Mon. Diocesan Pro-Life Task Force Mtg

4-Nov Tues. St. Edward Respect Life Min. Mtg

7-Nov Fri. Deanery 7 Rosary Vigil

22-Nov Sat. Diocesan Pro-Life General Mtg

1-Dec Mon. Diocesan Pro-Life Task Force Mtg

2-Dec Tues St. Edward respect Life Min. Mtg

5-Dec Fri. Deanery 7 Rosary Vigil


